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CONSERVATION AREA 

APPRAISAL  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Hedon was designated as a Conservation 
Area in January 1969 by the former East 
Riding County Council.   
 
Shortly after the reorganisation of local 
government in 1974, the former Holderness 
Borough Council reviewed the Hedon 
Conservation Area and, following 
consultations, it was increased considerably 
beyond its original boundaries. 
 
Adjustments were made in 1988 when the 
former Railway Station and its yard were 
included, and further amendments to 
improve protection of the street scene in 
this area followed in early 1992, when the 
whole of the designated area was reviewed. 
Further adjustments were made some two 
years later when the rather arbitrary 
alignment of the boundary running north-
south along the backs of the properties on 
the west side of St. Augustine's Gate was re-
drawn to comply with boundaries on the 
ground. 
 
The 2006 re-survey has been undertaken in 
accordance with Guidance on Conservation 
Area Appraisals issued by English Heritage 
in August 2005, in order to meet national 
government's aim that Conservation Areas 
should be re-surveyed every five years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DEFINITION OF HEDON’S SPECIAL 

INTEREST  

 

a) TOPOGRAPHY AND ITS 

RELEVANCE 
 
Hedon lies about six miles east of Hull, and 
some two miles from the Humber estuary. 
 
 The Hedon Conservation Area lies within 
the ‘Burstwick to Withernsea Farmland’ 
Landscape Character Area, as identified in 
the East Riding of Yorkshire Landscape 
Character Assessment (ERYC, 2005).  The 
Landscape Character Assessment recognises 
that, in contrast to the large field systems 
closer to the coastline, examples of medieval 
field systems can be observed at Preston, 
Hedon and Bilton and several moated sites 
and deserted medieval villages are present.  
St Patricks’ Church at Patrington is one of 
the biggest and architecturally significant 
churches in the area and the spire is an 
important landmark on the skyline of 
Holderness.  Wetland habitats are also 
present in this Character Area, especially 
dykes and ponds with fenland plants 
including greater water parsnip and greater 
spearwort.  As with other parts of 
Holderness the hedgerows are dominated by 
hawthorn, with hazel, ash, blackthorn, elder, 
field maple and dogwood also present. 

The special character and appearance of 
Hedon, (which caused it to be the first to 
be designated as a Conservation Area in 
Holderness), lies in its unique assembly 
of 18th and 19th century properties 
within a constricted town centre into 
which relatively little 20th century 
development has intruded. 

HEDON 
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The north western edge of the Hedon 
Conservation Area is adjacent to the 
‘Hedon, Preston and Bilton Farmland’ 
Character Area.  The Landscape Character 
Assessment describes how the urban edge 
of Hull impacts on the character of this 
agricultural landscape because of its stark 
interface between development and the 
countryside. This landscape is low lying and 
generally well drained with little significant 
tree cover.  Field systems tend to be 
medium to large in size and are generally 
regular in pattern with hedgerows and 
drainage ditches acting as boundaries.  The 
open nature of this landscape provides good 
views to the west over the skyline of Hull 
and to the east, landmark buildings such as 
the churches at Hedon and Preston are 
important landscape features. The cooling 
towers at Salt End are also a very dominant 
and highly visible feature of the southern 
skyline. 
 
The town has experienced more change 
than most settlements in its area, first of all 
with the building of the direct link with Hull 
(Hedon Road), a route which was only 
developed from around 1830 because of the 
marshy nature of the terrain.  Thereafter 
Hedon was on the (new) direct route from 
Hull to South Holderness, which became 
the A1033. It was not until the late 1980’s 
that the Hedon by-pass was completed and 
the town achieved some small respite from 
the ever-increasing volume of traffic by its 
re-routing to the south of The Haven. 
 
Before these changes, it was another aspect 
of the topography around the town which 
had contributed greatly to its commercial 
success - the fleet, or stream, named The 
Haven, which linked it to the Humber, and 
from which it derived a significant part of its 
trade. 
 
Although this aspect of Hedon’s past is 
dealt with in more detail in the Hedon 
Haven Conservation Area document, it is 
right to acknowledge that the drainage 
extensions to the fleet, which at one time 
extended to surround most of the town, 
would have had a limiting effect on Hedon’s 

development for as long as they were 
required to be navigable to small craft. 

 
These transport aspects notwithstanding, 
however, Hedon is both low lying and level, 
rising to more than 20 ft above sea level 
only on Market Hill, which prominence was 
used for the site of the Church. 
 
It was probably a product of Hedon’s 
proximity to the (then) main road from the 
west, coupled with its ability to act as a port 
for the south west of Holderness which 
promoted its potential for development.  In 
those times its location, standing back from 
the estuary, probably made it easier to 
defend as well as being less susceptible to 
inundation. 
The Borough of Hedon was founded by the 
Counts of Aumale early in the twelfth 
century, its name not being found in the 
Domesday Book of some forty years earlier. 
 

Market Hill 
 

b) DISPOSITION AND 

DEVELOPMENT 

 
The layout of Hedon’s central core has 
probably always been in a north-south 
alignment, from the Middle Ages onward 
being known as Soutter Gate, St. 
Augustine’s Gate and (severally) Sheriff 
Bridge Way, Westgate and Mill Lane, the 
present Market Place between Soutter and 
St. Augustine’s Gates being referred to in 
the early 17th century as the “new” market 
place to differentiate from its former 
location which had been on Market Hill. 
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Parallel to this “main” street, lay Walker 
Gate and Hay Well Lane, being more or less 
where Church Lane and Ketwell Lane now 
lie, and Woodmarket Gate, Cat Bridge Gate, 
and Lythehouse Gate, presently known as 
Love Lane, Station Lane and Thorn Road 
respectively. 

 
Baxtergate is, of these, the only one which 
has retained its original name. 
 
The principal east-west street was known in 
part as St. Nicholas’s Gate, part  
Fleshmarket Gate (now Fletchergate) and 
further west as Fisher or Highson Lane 
(now part of New Road). 
Further north lay Wind (later Swine) Gate, 
which was renamed George Street when re-
developed in the 19th century. 
 
There was also Thief Lane and Wayfarer 
Lane, which became known as Wayfbain 
Lane. 
 
In the Middle Ages the town’s buildings 
stood mainly around Soutter Gate,  
St. Augustine’s Gate with the suggestion 
that the existence of the lost churches of  
St. James and St. Nicholas, off Sheriff 
Highway, may have caused the southern end 
of the town to have had development which 
was later lost. 
 
Records from the seventeenth century refer 
to a high incidence of fires which in 1657 
destroyed 42 houses.  Houses at this time 
were small.  Of the remaining residential 
properties listed by the Department of the 
Environment in 1979, only one is suggested 
to date from the 17th century - 63 and 65 
Souttergate (The Manor House) and even 
this is advised with a caveat that the visible 
details are 18th century. 
 
From the incidence of surviving properties, 
there was much rebuilding in the 18th and 
19th centuries with the result that in the 
historic core only the occasional infill plot 
(often created by the demolition of earlier 
buildings) dates from the 20th century. 
 
The population information provided by 
Poulson in his History of Holderness 

published in 1840, makes interesting 
reading.  Within the “Township” there were 
195 inhabited and 21 uninhabited 
properties, housing 218 families, of which 
16 were chiefly involved in agriculture with 
a further 109 in trades, manufactures and 
handicrafts, making a population of 1,080 
people in all.  (By comparison current 
figures for the Parish indicate a population 
of 6,170 and 2,168 houses). 

 

c) RELEVANCE AND 

IMPORTANCE OF OPEN 

SPACES 
 
The larger the town, the more important are 
its open spaces.  Whilst this is a 
generalisation, it certainly applies to Hedon, 
whose development has been, as previously 
described, generally of a small-scale nature 
with similar sized curtilages. 
 
Hedon has two grassed areas which are of 
particular significance - Market Hill and 
Wychcroft (to the east of Station Lane), as 
well as deriving value from the open space 
to the North of Ivy Lane. 

 
Of these, Market Hill has suffered most due 
to the ravages of Dutch Elm disease which 
destroyed three specimen trees estimated as 
being around 200 years old when they had 
to be felled in the 1980’s. 
The approach to Hedon from Preston is of 
middling quality until one reaches Station 
Lane where, to the east, an area of 
traditional pasture land affords perhaps the 
most attractive approach to the 
Conservation Area. 
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No.2 Market Hill 

 
Its high landscape value is particularly 
noticeable in spring and is reflected in the 
paddocks, hedges and trees which remain 
on Station Lane’s west side. 
 

d) THE NATURAL 

ENVIRONMENT 
 
As with nearly all urban centres, the natural 
environment is particularly important in 
providing a foil to the sharper lines of the 
town’s buildings.  The development of the 
town has taken its centre away from its 
original focus - Market Hill, with the result 
that those areas of open ground which 
remain are spread around the town rather 
than being central to it - indeed only Ivy 
Lane and Market Hill are inside the (Town) 
Conservation Area.  (The Haven is within 
the Hedon Haven Conservation Area). 
 
On this basis, Wychcroft is of particular 
significance as the only remaining open 
space affecting the setting of the 
Conservation Area. 
 
Trees of significance in the Conservation 
Area are now reduced mainly to the 
northern end, along Station Lane, and whilst 
the Tree Preservation Orders confirm that 
others exist, they tend to be tucked away in 

walled and hedged gardens and are not 
immediately apparent to the casual observer. 
 
With so many of Hedon’s thoroughfares 
consisting of kerb-side properties, those 
having front gardens can provide an 
opportunity for enhancement of the built 
environment, and the number of lawns and 
other grass which can be seen from the 
public highway are extremely limited. 

 
Particularly worthy of mention is the green 
area to the rear of 9 and now called Cautley 
Mews. 
11 St. Augustine’s Gate, a pleasant contrast 
to the landscape of Hedon’s main 
commercial street. 
 

e) TREE PRESERVATION 

ORDERS 
 

There are a considerable number of Tree 
Preservation Orders which affect the 
Conservation Area and a full list is given 
below. 

Hedon Sheriff Highway – 1985 
Hedon Baxtergate – 1986 
Hedon Souutergate – 1988 
Group of 57 trees – Hedon North (1976) 
The New Hall, Hedon - 1986 
Hedon No.14 – To the rear of of 6 
Magdalen Gate, Hedon (1999) 
Hedon No.15 – To the rear of 5 
Fletchergate (2000) 
 
In addition to the specifically protected trees 
the Conservation Area designation protects 
all trees within the area and any owners 
wishing to fell or prune a tree must give six 
weeks notice of their intention to the 
Council, before carrying out any work. This 
gives the Council the chance to make a Tree 
Preservation Order to protect the trees in 
the longer term. 
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Magdalen Gate and St. Augustine’s Church 

 

 f) ARCHAEOLOGY 

 
Hedon was unrecorded at the time of the 
Domesday Survey of AD 1086 and appears 
to have been a place of little consequence 
on the fringe of the townships of Preston, 
Burstwick and Paull.  However, by the 12th 
century, Hedon was a thriving town and 
inland port, serving as the administrative, 
legal and commercial centre for the whole 
seigniory of Holderness.  The first 
documentary reference to Hedon dates to 
AD 1115 when Stephen, Count of Aumale, 
granted the monks of Aumale Abbey a 
hospice on the banks of the River Hedon, 
and free passage across the Humber.  The 
place-name is derived from Old English 
elements meaning ‘uncultivated, or heath-
covered,hill’ (haep-dun) and, 
topographically, is the lowest dun (hill) 
place-name in England.   

 
Traditionally, Hedon has been seen as a 
medieval ‘new’ town, founded in the mid 
12th century and laid out on a grid plan of 
streets linked with a network of harbours 
and defences.  The subsequent development 
of the town is more complex.  The port 
appears to have rapidly developed and 

expanded in the 12th century, with 
additional planned suburbs added to the 
east.  By the mid 13th century, however, the 
settlement was in decline and by the later 
14th century, much of its extensive, planned 
layout had reverted to pasture and the 
harbours had been abandoned.  This decline 
is believed to have been a result of the 
competition from the better placed ports of 
Hull and Ravenser Odd. 

 
The focus of the settlement is the principal 
parish church of St. Augustine’s, which was 
dependent upon the church of Preston 
throughout the medieval period.  The 
church and Market Hill, the triangular open 
space to the north, lie on a mound of glacial 
till which in the early medieval period must 
have been almost encircled by watercourses.  
The street names of the town provide 
evidence for the range of medieval trades 
and crafts that once operated in particular 
areas, including bakers, butchers, fullers and 
shoemakers.  Documentary sources also 
mention weavers, dyers, tanners and 
skinners.  In the AD 1150s, there is also 
reference to the existence of a royal mint in 
Hedon, when coins of King Stephen were 
issued by a moneyer named Gerard. 

 
A large part of the Conservation Area is 
scheduled as an ancient monument under 
the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological 
Areas Act 1979 (County monument no. 
193).  The areas scheduled mainly reflect the 
location of the watercourses.  In addition, 
the whole area of the medieval town and 
associated defences is of significant 
archaeological interest. 

 
Archaeological work in the town has been 
limited, although in recent years, the body of 
evidence has grown.  Investigations in 
Fletchergate in 1991 have demonstrated the 
below-ground survival of well-preserved 
archaeological remains associated with the 
medieval occupation of the frontage of one 
of the principal medieval streets of the town 
from the 12th century onwards.  
Investigations along St. Augustine’s Gate, 
have also attested the presence of medieval 
remains. 
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Further details of these sites are held in the 
Sites and Monuments Record which is held 
by The Humber Archaeology Partnership.  
For a fuller history of the town see the 
Victoria County History, Vol. V, pp 168-
186. 

 
g) HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

AND ASSOCIATIONS 

 
Much has been written about Hedon’s 
historical significance and associations, and 
it would seem to be appropriate to confine 
comments here to aspects which have had a 
definite effect on the town’s development 
and appearance. 
 
Hedon’s development during the Middle 
Ages was based on its importance to the 
Counts of Aumale (appointed by William I) 
and its advantages in having “protected” 
access to the sea.   
 
Once this advantage had generated trade 
and wealth, there was a benefit to the Lord 
of the Manor in the tithes and other dues 
which could be collected from, among other 
things, the several fairs which took place 
each year. 
 
Although the political aspect of the town’s 
past is uncertain before the reign of Edward 
I, from then on, representatives were sent to 
parliament - at first intermittently, later on a 
regular basis.  The first record of 
representation was in 1295, whereupon the 
position is unclear until 1547, in the reign of 
Edward VI, after which, with two 
exceptions, there was regular attendance 
until 1832 when The Parliamentary Reform 
Act deprived Hedon of its privilege of 
nominating two M.Ps. 

 
The result of this, clearly shown from the 
records, is that for nearly three hundred 
years, gentlemen wishing to enter parliament 
encouraged their adoption, which lay in the 
giving of the Town’s burgesses, by acts of 
munificence towards the Borough and its 
properties.  The cumulative effect was 
clearly significant.  Thus it was that The 
Town Hall was built in 1698, and The 

Market Cross was erected in 1733 
(demolished 1830). 
 
Other benefits were less specific.  It was not 
unusual for candidates, where successful or 
unsuccessful to be accused of “various 
illegal, arbitrary and corrupt practices”.  In 
Park’s History of Hedon, 1895, he cites The 
Reform Act as one of the main reasons for 
the migration of “the Freemen, who had 
hitherto found it to their interest to be 
located in the Town for the exercise of the 
privileges and advantages of a Parliamentary 
Borough”. 
 
The establishment of direct road and rail 
links with Hull also did much to reduce 
Hedon’s independence from its rapidly 
growing neighbour. 

 
h) BUILDING STYLE, AGE AND 

MATERIALS 
 
Like all other villages and towns in 
Holderness, Hedon is predominantly a two 
storeyed settlement.        
 
Three storeyed buildings do exist, notably in 
Market Place, though elsewhere a third floor 
is achieved by use of the roof space with 
dormer, or a gable, or both (as at  
The Queen’s Head in St. Augustine’s Gate). 

 
The buildings are of the usual red/brown 
(clamp) mix, with more smooth-faced 18th 
century orange/red bricks used on the 
town’s more prestigious buildings such as 
the Old and New Halls and Kirk House. 
 
This brighter colour returns in several early 
twentieth century buildings, as well as in the 
polychromatic row of cottages which forms 
the south side of George Street which were 
built in 1888. 

 
Most of these have now suffered badly from 
“householder improvements”, and have lost 
the unity of design which was previously 
part of their charm. 
 
Hedon is also significant for having few 
historic dormers within its central core. 
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i) BUILDINGS OF PARTICULAR 

SIGNIFICANCE 
 
Listed Buildings:  
 
Hedon has more listed buildings than any 
other parish in Holderness.  Those within 
the Conservation Area are shown below 
with their grade:- 
 
No’s. 24 and 26 Baxtergate (east side) II  
30 Baxtergate (east side) II 
32 Baxtergate (east side) II 
38 Baxtergate (east side) II 
Ravenspurn Cross, off Baxtergate (west 
side) II* 
2 Market Hill (east side) II 
Church of St. Augustine, Church Lane A 
3 Fletchergate (south side)  (The Cottage 
and range of outhouses 
to east) II 
11 Fletchergate (south side) II* (The New 
Hall) 
Two outbuildings to No.11 flanking east 
side of  Sheriff Highway II 
2 and 4 Fletchergate (north side) II* (the 
Old Hall) 
32 and 34 Fletchergate (north side) II 
36 and 38A Fletchergate (north side) II 
38 Fletchergate (north side) II 
2 George Street (south side) II 
7 George Street (north side) II 
11 George Street (north side) The Smithy II 
11A George Street (north side) II 
15 (Markham Cottage)II 
17 & 17A George Street (north side) II 
Church of St. Mary and St. Joseph Grape 
Lane (west side) II 
Presbytery adjoining east side of Church of 
St. Mary and St. Joseph 
wall and archway south of Presbytery 
fronting Grape Lane II 
1 to 3 Kings Place (east side) II 
Garage block to rear of No’s 2 and 3 King’s 
Place (east side) II 
4 Magdalen Gate (south side) Hedon and 
District Royal British Legion 
Headquarters and Club Limited II 
6 Magdalen Gate (south side) II 
Magdalen House 7 Magdalen Gate (north 
side) II 
10 Magdalen Gate (south side) 
adjoining barn to west II 

Kings Head Public House,  
Magdalen Gate (north side) II 
3 Market Hill (west side) “Ivy House” II 
3 Market Hill (west side) “Ivy House” All 
the medieval monuments in the garden II 
4 Market Hill (east side) II 
6 and 8 Market Hill (east side) II 
10 Market Hill (east side) II 
Outhouse north of No. 10 Market Hill (east 
side), adjacent to south wall of school II 
2 Market Place (east side) II 
4 Market Place (east side) II 
Stone set in the cobbles in front of No. 4 
near road’s edge 
Market Place (east side) II 
6 Market Place (east side) II 
8 Market Place (east side) II 
10 Market Place (east side) II 
12 Market Place (east side) Kirk House II 
14 Market Place (east side) II 
16 Market Place (east side) II 
18 to 22 (even) Market Place (east side) II 
1 St. Augustine’s Gate (west side) II 
9 St. Augustine’s Gate (west side) II 
11 St. Augustine’s Gate (west side) II 
15 and 17 St. Augustine’s Gate (west side) II 
21 St. Augustine’s Gate (west side) II 
8 and 10 St. Augustine’s Gate (east side) II 
22 to 26 (even) St. Augustine’s Gate (east 
side) II 
Hedon Town Hall, St. Augustine’s Gate 
(east side) II* 
34 St. Augustine’s Gate (east side) II 
36 St. Augustine’s Gate (east side) II 
38 St. Augustine’s Gate (east side) II 
40 St. Augustine’s Gate (east side) II 
9 to 13 (odd) Souttergate (west side) II 
15 Souttergate (west side) II 
21 Souttergate (west side) II 
23 and 25 Souttergate (west side) II 
29 and 31 Souttergate (west side) II 
33 Souttergate (west side) II 
Thornlea House, 33 Souttergate (west side) 
II 
37 and 39 Souttergate (west side) II 
41 and 43 Souttergate (west side) II 
45 Souttergate (west side) II 
47 to 51 (odd) Painter’s Cottages 
Souttergate (west side) II 
55 (includes 53) Souttergate (west side) II 
59 Souttergate (west side) II 
63 and 65 Souttergate (west side) II 
Station Hotel, Souttergate (west side) II 
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8 (includes 6) Souttergate (east side) II 
The Paddock, Souttergate (east side) II 
30 and 32 Souttergate (east side) II 
34 and 36 Souttergate (east side) II 
38 Souttergate (east side) II 
Burnham House, 40 Souttergate (east side) 
II 
Small outbuilding immediately north- east of 
No. 40 (Burnham House) Souttergate (east 
side) II 
Station Farmhouse, Souttergate (east side) II 
2 Vicar Lane (east side) II 
 
Unlisted Buildings of note are:- 
 
Baxtergate - Holyrood House, The 
Shakespeare Inn and outbuilding to the rear 
Market Hill - Outbuilding at the rear of No. 
17 Market Place,  
The Old School 
Market Place - 3 & 5 
New Road - 2 
Saint Augustine’s Gate - 5, 12, 14 (The 
Queens Head) 
Souttergate - Station House, 57 
Station Road (off) - Stables to the rear of 
The Paddock 

 
j) ASPECTS CONSIDERED 

INAPPROPRIATE TO THE 

CONSERVATION AREA  
 
It is indicative of the quality and quantity of 
Hedon’s architectural heritage that the 
number of entries in this section are 
relatively few. 
 
Top of most lists must surely come the 
house-holder “improvements” to the terrace 
houses on the south side of George Street.  
In their prime, these polychromatic cottages 
must have been an impressive addition to 
the town, yet a century later the volume of 
alterations which have been made has all but 
robbed the group of any cohesive qualities. 
 
Most recent developments in the 
Conservation Area have been of mixed 
success.  Whilst the row of houses on the 
east side of Iveson Close are, at best, a 
disappointment, others for instance on 
Waifbain Lane fit comfortably with the 
surroundings, and the mews style 

development opposite the Town Hall has 
added to the Area's character. 
 
Larger institutional buildings, their 
extensions and commercial buildings have 
not always received the attention they 
require, with the result that several of these 
present themselves as quite alien to their 
surrounding buildings.  

 
The siting of buildings in the Conservation 
Area has not always been appropriate, with 
properties set across corners rather than 
reflecting their angularity.  This was not 
traditional to Hedon (nor to Holderness), 
and has resulted in a quite unnecessary 
dilution of the character of the town. 

 
There are few, single storey properties 
which sit comfortably within the area - 
perhaps the only exception being Painter's 
Cottages, confirming Hedon’s urban rather 
than suburban character. 

 
POLICY STATEMENT FOR THE 

HEDON CONSERVATION AREA 

 

1) LANDSCAPE AND 

STREETSCAPE 

 
The special character and appearance of 
Hedon, (see Page 1) is confirmed by the 
high incidence of listed buildings of 
different types within the town centre. 
 
A high proportion of the buildings - 
residences as well as shops, are at back of 
pavement edge, yet often with “secret” 
gardens tucked away from view. 

 
Hedon is rightly jealous of its commercial 
history, which has carried it from the time it 
lost its right to send two MP’s to parliament 
in 1832 - to the present day.  This has 
protected Hedon from becoming just 
another dormitory settlement to the nearby 
City of Hull and has led to its retention of a 
selection of small shops and businesses, 
which have acted as a significant cohesive 
element within the community, and helped 
to retain its status as the most important 
market town in the area. 
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2) BUILDINGS WHICH CREATE 

A FOCAL POINT 

 
These buildings are highlighted because of 
the increased visual importance they enjoy, 
due to their location.  Planning applications 
which relate to them will therefore be 
considered against the criterion that their 
design and detailing should reflect the 
importance of their location. 
 
The character of Hedon’s street layout is 
such that it can loosely be described as a 
grid plan.  This style of development creates 
in its wake a sizeable number of corner sites.  
All of these are important in the context of 
this section. 

 
All the buildings surrounding the Market 
Place and Market Hill - because of the 
broader vistas which these open areas 
permit. 

 
Other buildings are as follows: 

 
The Old Vicarage, Ivy Lane 
The Horse Well, Ivy Lane 
The Shakespeare Inn 
No 7 Magdalen Gate (Magdalen House) 
No 12 Magdalen Gate 
The Queens Head, St. Augustine’s Gate 

 
None of these, however, come anywhere 
near to the landmark quality of St. 
Augustine’s Church, the "King of 
Holderness", which should remain pre-
eminent as the principal focal point of the 
area. 

 

3) THE SCALE OF FUTURE 

DEVELOPMENT 
 
Although the scale of its architecture is, like 
nearly everywhere else in Holderness, 
generally two storey, the constant nature of 
the built-up environment is probably the 
cause of its feeling somewhat larger. 
 
New developments should respect the 
height and scale of surrounding residential 
buildings and will not detract from the 
settings of nearby buildings which make a 

positive contribution to the Conservation 
Area. 
 

4) RECOMMENDED 

MATERIALS 
 
Within the Conservation Area, it is 
important that newly introduced building 
materials should, as far as possible, conform 
to the traditional building materials which 
are already in evidence, or in certain 
instances have been known to exist.        
 
Roofing materials should therefore usually 
be traditional clay pan-tiles, although Welsh 
slate may be appropriate dependent on the 
location and age of the building. 

 
Gutters should either be formed in timber 
or cast-iron, with cast-iron down pipes and, 
where appropriate, with shoes. 
The careful selection of an appropriate brick 
style and colour will play an important role, 
the mechanically precise finish and outline 
to several modern bricks making them, even 
when appropriately coloured, unlikely to be 
supportable.  The buildings of Hedon are 
often in darker bricks than those of 
surrounding villages, although there are 
several examples, (mainly late 19th century) 
of orange/red bricks which make a pleasing 
contrast. 
 
Windows should be of timber - either with 
sliding sashes or traditional side-hung 
casements.  PVCu will be unlikely to be 
approved.  After installation, windows 
should be painted rather than stained. 
 
Depending on the style of the properties, 
doors, (which should always be of softwood 
timber), should be either braced and vertical 
boarded (on cottages), or four or six 
panelled on the main doors of more 
imposing houses.  These latter styles do 
make themselves adaptable for the 
introduction of glazed panels above the 
mid-rail, but glazing should not be included 
below this level. 
 
The Council will seek to encourage the 
retention and repair of existing traditional 
features where they exist, and where they do 
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not, to encourage the use of the traditional 
materials and styles described above. 
 

5) RECOMMENDED FEATURES 
 
In addition to the guidance on materials 
given above, the retention (in existing 
developments) and introduction of (in new 
developments) brick chimney-stacks with 
pots of around 75cm high represent a 
significant contribution to the sky-line on 
domestic properties. 
 
Although “tumbled” brickwork on brick 
gables is a feature appropriate to many 
villages in the area, in the more urban 
environment of Hedon it is confined to a 
mere handful of buildings. 

 
Colour can make a significant contribution 
to any streetscape.  Although the number of 
properties rendered or colour-washed is not 
great, their harmony of colour in relation to 
surrounding buildings is particularly 
important. 

 
6) ADVERTISING 

 
Advertising on all commercial buildings in 
the Conservation Area is subject to controls.  
These matters are an important 
consideration, particularly as they affect the 
appearance of the building of the 
neighbourhood where they are displayed. 
 
Whilst recognising the importance that 
advertising has in the commercial activity of 
the Town Centre, the essence of appropriate 
advertising should be restricted to the name 
of the shop or trader and the trade carried 
on.  This should be in well-defined script 
and in colours which are not brash and do 
not detract from the building or the 
neighbourhood’s appearance. 
 
Traditional hanging signs of appropriate 
design will normally be supported where the 
location permits. 
 
There will also be a strong presumption in 
favour of traditional materials of signage - 
particularly on Listed Buildings.  Guidance 

on such matters can be obtained from the 
Council’s Conservation Officers. 
 
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
 
This Appraisal has been the subject of 
public consultation with the Hedon Town 
Council and members of the public. The 
comments received through this 
consultation process have been taken into 
account in this the final published version of 
this document. 
 
PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK 
 
The principal legislation covering 
Conservation Areas is the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
which provides framework for designation, 
review and appraisal of Conservation Areas.  
There are also provisions within the Town 
and Country Planning Act 1990.  
Government policy and guidance is set out 
in Planning Policy Guidance Note 15 
(PPG15) "Planning and the Historic 
Environment". 
 
The planning policy affecting Conservation 
Areas within the East Riding is set at the 
Regional, Sub-regional and Local level.  The 
Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) for 
Yorkshire and the Humber (adopted 
December 2004) deals with the historic 
environment in Policy N2.  This is 
developed at a sub-regional level by the 
Joint Structure Plan (JSP) for Kingston 
Upon Hull and the East Riding of Yorkshire 
(adopted June 2005) in Policy ENV6.  At a 
local level policies relevant to Hedon 
Conservation Area are contained currently 
in the Holderness District Wide Local Plan 
(HDWLP) (adopted April 1999), Policies 
Env24 through to Env26.  Other policies in 
this Plan can also affect the Conservation 
Area, including those dealing with new 
residential and commercial development, 
Listed Buildings and Archaeology.   
 
The RSS will be reviewed soon and the JSP 
will be incorporated into the Local 
Development Framework, which this will 
supersede the current Local Plans in due 
course. 
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LOCAL GENERIC GUIDANCE 

 
Holderness Borough Wide Local Plan policy 
Env 24 - Env 26. 

 

Leaflet by East Riding of Yorkshire Council 
“What are Conservation Areas?”  

 

www.eastriding.gov.uk/planning/index.html 

 

USEFUL INFORMATION AND 

CONTACT DETAILS 

 

Conservation Team, East Riding of 
Yorkshire Council, Customer Services, 
County Hall, Beverley, HU17 9BA.    

Tel: 01482 887700 and 01482 393721 

E-mail Address 
conservation.and.enforcement@eastriding.g
ov.uk 

 

Published July 2006 
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